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The Role of Regulation in Diversion Success

System Overview

Â Curbside Collection Service to 130,000 
households
ÅBiweekly collection cycle ïgarbage & organics alternate
ÅWeekly / biweekly recycling collection depending on area

Â Infrastructure to support diversion
Å2 Compost Facilities
Å1 Materials Recycling Facility
Å1 Waste Processing and Disposal Facility
Å2 Privately owned C&D Facilities

Â ICI sector provides own collection services
ÅUse municipal compost and waste facilities
ÅPrivate recyclers for scrap metal, cardboard
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Waste Diversion
Diversion in 1989 = 0.1%

Garbage

Recycling

840 kg/pp/year

Diversion in 2008/09 = 60%

Garbage

Recyclables

Organics

Construction &

Demolition
420 kg/pp/year

The Role of Regulation in Diversion Success

Provincial Regulation

Â Nova Scotia Solid Waste -Resource 
Management Regulations
ÅSection 102 of the Environment Act

Â Material Bans - 1998
ÅUnique in Canada at the time

ÅTarget materials for diversion from 
landfill

ÅList has expanded over time
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Banned Material List

Â Compostable organics

ÅFood waste

ÅLeaf & yard material

Â óBlue Bagô Recyclables

ÅBeverage Containers

ÅSteel/Tin Food Cans

ÅGlass Food Containers

ÅPlastic Bags

ÅStretch Wrap

ÅPlastic Bags & Packaging

Â HDPE & LDPE

Â Corrugated Cardboard

Â Newsprint

Â Post Consumer Paint

Â Ethylene Glycol

Â Lead -acid batteries

Â Tires

Â Electronic waste

ÅComputers

ÅTelevisions

ÅPrinters, Scanners, 
Telephones etc.
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Municipal By-Laws

Â HRM By -Law S -600 states:
ÅSource separation of compostable and 

recyclable material is required at all 
Residential, Commercial and 
Institutional properties.

Â Responsibility to sort waste rests 
with the individual citizen.
ÅBusiness/property owners must supply 
ótoolsô
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Tip Floor Inspections

Â Tip floor inspections are conducted at 
the landfill facility

ÅFollow up with ICI generators who 
deliver unacceptable materials

ÂWarnings, Rejections

ÂSummary Offence Tickets

ÂEducation
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Construction & Demolition (C&D)

Â 30% of total waste stream is C&D

Â Not accepted for landfill disposal
ÅAll C&D material must be processed at a 

licensed site within HRM

ÅProjects must identify on permit application 
which facility material will be taken to

Â 75% recycling target to be met by C&D 
site operators


